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Chair & CEO Message 

We all know that doing something for someone  
else gives us the greatest pleasure.

Giving through Sydney Community Foundation 
(SCF) and our Sydney Women’s Fund is a great  
way to show kindness to strangers in our own city.

We are thrilled that the New South Wales 
Government has recently recognised our unique 
role, as a community foundation, in attracting 
funds from a growing a community of Sydney 
philanthropists interested in granting to innovative 
charities across NSW.

Sydney is a global city and New South Wales a 
thriving economy, but not everyone shares the rich 
life and opportunities it offers. 

SCF works with small, agile, connected, grassroots 
charities to deliver on-the-ground results and to 
strengthen local communities. We partner with 
inspiring people running local services and shine 
a light on how they make a difference in people’s 
lives. Supporting people one-by-one, we build 
stronger communities, alleviating poverty and 
suffering, and offer life changing opportunities  
to those who have experienced misfortune.

We ask you to help us fund these compelling 
grassroots programs. Some are our own  
Place-Based programs; others are partners we are 
keen to support. We hope our 2018 priority projects 
inspire your giving to people in places across Sydney 
who are faced with daily hardship.

Sydney Community Foundation aims to leave  
no-one behind.

Join our community of donors, and please,  
give as generously as you can.

Michael Lynch AO CBE  
Chairman Sydney Community Foundation  

Jane Jose 
CEO Sydney Community Foundation &  
Sydney Women's Fund

For more info visit: 

www.sydneycommunityfoundation.org.au
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SHINE for Kids provides critical support to 
children and young people with a parent in 
prison. 
 
The invisible victims of crime, children 
experience significant psychological 
and emotional trauma during a parents' 
imprisonment, often resulting in an 
intergenerational cycle of offending. 
Sentencing guidelines in Australia are 
limited when considering the impacts on 
children.
 
SHINE for Kids protects children by keeping 
families together, reducing the likelihood 
of transitions into child protection and the 
justice system. Providing support and free, 
supervised transport, children can visit 
their parent regularly in a safe, welcoming 
environment. This project will see 19 more 
children navigate this extremely difficult 
time and determine their own future.

Bringing Disability 'Into Focus'

Bus Stop Films is a pioneering not-for-
profit organisation and global leader 
for inclusive filmmaking. Its accessible 
film studies program produces 
transformational outcomes for students 
with a disability in partnership with the 
Australian Film Television and Radio 
School. Students grow in confidence, 
improving skills in English, life, work-
readiness and social ability. 

In this new project, Bus Stop Films will 
bring together documentary and cultural 
studies for students with an intellectual 
disability. Bringing Disability 'Into Focus' 
will see students produce a documentary 
with mentors, exploring cross cultural 
perspectives of disability and raising 
a voice for those marginalised within 
Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CALD) 
communities. 

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$11,000
A GIFT OF JUST

$150 provides a student with 
classroom resources for a year, including 
workbooks, pens, pencils and art utensils

$200 provides a student 
with excursion fees for a year 
such as to Panavision, Australian 
Cinematographers Society, Big Bang 
Sound Design, and other excursion 
opportunities within the film industry

$650 puts a student with an 
intellectual disability through a year 
program which uses film studies to 
increase English skills, social skills, work 
ready skills and confidence 

Shine for Kids

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET 

$10,975
A GIFT OF JUST

$100 will provide a child the 
opportunity to visit their parent in prison 
once a week for 6 weeks

$525 will provide one child access to 
services for one year

$1,500 will provide tailored case 
support for a child and their carer for 12 
months

2018 INSPIRING YOUR GIVING 
PRIORITY PROJECTS
Sydney Community Foundation  
Place-Based Philanthropy Program  
Priority Projects

CREATING BELONGING
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Thrive for Boys

As they make the journey to manhood, 
Thrive empowers young boys to make 
positive life choices, including respect for 
themselves and the women in their lives.
 
From Year 6 through high school, 
Thrive, run by Liverpool Neighbourhood 
Connections, has created a safe place 
to maintain healthy relationships, build 
confidence and discover practical new 
skills. 

Working with at-risk boys, the underlying 
philosophy is engaging with education 
and learning how to walk away from 
conflict, and do so with pride. 
 
Running for three years now, Thrive 
has given 86 boys, often limited by 
family financial constraints, a chance to 
participate in structured activities with 
strong male mentors guiding them to a 
better future.  

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$5,500
A GIFT OF JUST

$50 buys materials for a week 
activity

$100 is transport to an excursion for 
the boys

$1000 will support 10 boys 
through the 10-week program

BUILDING SAFETY AND INDEPENDENCE

Newtopian Dream Team

Around 10 people a day present at 
Newtown Neighbourhood Centre who are 
at risk of homelessness or sleeping rough, 
an increase of 40% iin recent years. 
 
Seeing the rise in homelessness and plight 
of their fellow Sydneysiders in need is 
distressing for the wider community who 

often feel powerless to assist or direct 
them to appropriate services. 
 
Harnessing this community concern, 
Newtown Neighbourhood Centre is taking 
action, offering a structured way for people 
to have a deeper engagement on this issue. 
 

Engaging the local community, 
the Newtopian Dream Team will 
provide opportunities for residents to 
collaboratively support and practically 
assist people at risk of homelessness.

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$11,000
A GIFT OF JUST

$38 brings a lonely community 
member to social support

$75 connects someone in crisis to 
vital services and support

$138 puts a roof over the head of a 
homeless person
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Dinner for 4, Warwick Farm

Liverpool Neighbourhood Connections 
is making it easier for families to eat an 
affordable dinner. 

Launched in 2017, Dinner for 4 prepares 
and packages a healthy meal for families 
in Heckenberg, Western Sydney. Each meal 
is either sold at an affordable price or given 
free to those in most need. 

Making 30-40 meals per week, Dinner 
for 4 also creates new employment 
opportunities for disadvantaged women in 
Liverpool trained in safe food handling to 
pack the parcels for delivery. 

Demand is great for this project as often 
cheap food is the least nutritious. Dinner 
for 4 makes it easier for families to eat well 
and learn about healthy eating.

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$5,500
A GIFT OF JUST

$7 pays for a family to eat a 
healthy meal

$70 feeds a family a months 
worth of healthy meals 

$500 gives a woman a step 
toward financial independence 

Inner City Youth Homelessness

Every night across Australia around 44,000 
young people do not have a safe place to 
sleep. Homelessness is a complex problem 
and the issue is not simply solved by 
providing extra housing.

Inner City Youth Homelessness Project, 
run by Whitelion, is designed to not only 
assist the young person to overcome 
immediate barriers which they face, but more 
importantly to continue to provide intensive 
support to enable them to engage with 
employment or further education.

Whitelion supports the most vulnerable 
young people in our community, for as long 
as it takes to help them realise there is a 
different way and take them on a journey to a 
better future. 

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$11,000
A GIFT OF JUST

$20 supports small comforts 
like a cup of tea to build trust with 
a  young homeless person

$100 covers form printing 
costs each young person must 
complete to access essential 
services

$1,500 contributes to wages 
for a highly skilled outreach worker 
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Holding a drivers licence is an achievement 
out of reach for many young people in 
Sydney.  
 
Many Aboriginal or vulnerable people 
struggle to pass the test due to low literacy 
and numeracy levels, a lack of official ID 
documents and cost. Even after passing 
the computer test, a learner under 25 must 
complete a minimum of 120 hours on-road 
experience with a fully licensed driver.

Drive for Change, run by Weave Youth & 
Community Services, supports 60 young 
people each year to achieve their licence. 
It pairs high-quality volunteer supervising 
drivers with learners and access to vehicles 
for on-road experience.
 
The partnership is as much about role 
modelling and mentoring as it is learning to 
drive.

Driving for Change

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$11,000
A GIFT OF JUST 

$25 pays for a licence card (with an 
exemption for test fee) 

$140 covers the cost of the Safer 
Drivers Course, equivalent to 20 
logbook hours of on-road experience

$1085 would install dual controls 
in Weave vehicles

 

EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT PATHWAYS 

Headstart

In 2015, the Federal Government 
announced a one-off boost to the Refugee 
and Humanitarian program to assist 
12,000 people displaced by conflicts in Iraq 
and Syria. By April 2017, 6,466 refugees and 
humanitarian entrants settled in Fairfield 
LGA with 41.6% under 24 years old.

Attracting up to 100 young people aged 14-
24 each week in Fairfield, Headstart, run by 

STARTTS, offers homework assistance, Job 
Club, and psychological support activities 
including exercise, art and mental health 
literacy.

Trained counsellors, coaches, artists and 
volunteers help young people navigate the 
impact of trauma. Learning how to regulate 
their emotions, improve relationships and 
reduce their exposure to organised crime. 

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$33,000
A GIFT OF JUST 

$100 transports five volunteers to the 
centre each week

$800 gives a young person access to 
a computer

$1000 gives young people access to a 
highly trained youth worker for support and 
mentoring
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Junior RISE

Did you know the number of suspensions 
in Primary School children has increased 
annually for the past five years? In 2015 7,280 
K-6 children received short suspensions, and 
2,650 long. Though widely used, evidence 
shows suspension doesn’t improve behaviour.
 
Alternative education programs can help 
children navigate, re-engage and thrive in 
education despite high risk factors and initial 
setbacks in their learning.   
 

Claymore has a significantly higher 
percentage of children who are 
developmentally vulnerable compared to 
that of NSW and Australia. 
 
Drawing from Claymore Primary Schools, 
Junior RISE, run by Save the Children, is an 
early intervention program that will support 
24 children aged 8 to 11 into positive learning 
trajectories. 

RISE Alternative Learning, Claymore

In 2015, RISE emerged as a community-
initiated pilot program, funded by 
Sydney Community Foundation and run 
by Whitelion, to re-engage youth with 
education following suspension, expulsion, 
or school refusal.
 

As well as providing intensive learning and 
educational support, RISE addresses young 
people’s barriers to basic needs. 

Learners come from families with historical 
intergenerational welfare dependency and 
early school exit. They face a multitude of 
disadvantage, including drug and alcohol 

issues, mental health issues as well as 
histories of out-of-home care, juvenile 
justice and homelessness.
Over just two years, the RISE program 
has provided meaningful assistance to 47 
young people, an 87% success rate, and 
grown from one referring high school to 
eight. 

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$22,000
A GIFT OF JUST 

$50 will buy resources to 
support programming of RISE 

$80 supports a young person to 
purchase essential materials for re-
engagement with high school study 

$200 funds transport to and 
from RISE for a young person

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$22,000
A GIFT OF JUST

$25 allows a child to develop trust 
through team building activities

$100 pays for 2 children to attend 
a digital storytelling: Identity building 
workshop

$1000 means each child can 
discover their strengths with an 
individual learning plan 
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Mental health is a severe issue for refugees, 
exacerbated by those experiencing 
unemployment, food insecurity, language 
barriers, or lacking a sense of belonging 
in their adoptive community. Left 
unaddressed this can lead to health, social, 
and economic problems affecting the wider 
community.
 
Fairfield is home to a particularly high 
proportion of refugee, asylum seeker, and 
migrant families. 
 
Using sustainable practices, the 
Community Garden, run by Parents Cafe 
Fairfield Inc at Fairfield High School, 
provides local refugees access to the 
recognised therapeutic benefits of 
gardening. 
 
Working in the garden allows time to 
socialise, build work skills, confidence, 
increase food security and connection to 
their new country, which all support  
a successful settlement journey. 

TRANSFORMING PLACE 

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$11,000 
A GIFT OF JUST 

$100 buys seedlings for 10 
garden beds

$500 secures soil fertiliser 
for the project

$1000 will afford facilitator 
expenses for 10 sessions

Refugee Community Garden, Fairfield
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Arab Shorts

Specially curated for Western Sydney high 
school girls, Arab Shorts is a selection of 
films (with education programs) from 
the Arab Film Festival Australia, run by 
Information & Cultural Exchange (I.C.E). 

Facilitating cross-cultural conversation, 
each film is selected for relevance and 

resonance to young women. Focusing 
on relationships, social responsibility, 
racism, customs, conflict and survival, 
students will reflect and share their own 
experiences and values.  

Showcasing local voices, Arab Shorts will 
also include films created by emerging 

Arab-Australian filmmakers.

Reaching 600 young women, each 90 
minute screening and workshop includes a 
discussion led by a female artistic director 
or cultural producer representing the Arab 
Film Festival Australia. 

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET  

$5,500 
A GIFT OF JUST

$25 gives 3 girls access to a 
screening and workshop at their 
school

$150 covers expert speaker 
costs for an in-school session

$2,000 produces the 
education kit for the 2018 program

The Miranda Project is an innovative, 
gender specific approach to crime 
prevention targeting women with complex 
needs at risk of offending and reoffending. 
It does this through a holistic, inclusive 
support service. 

Art@The Miranda Project is an expressive 
arts program for women attending 
Miranda's Place in Chippendale. It 
complements the therapeutic and hard 
practical work the women do to overcome 
barriers to positive living in the community. 

Funds will buy materials in beautiful 
colours and textures with accompanying 
machines and tools. Talented volunteers 
can then offer women experiences of 
creating, some for the first time ever, in a 
safe, happy environment. 

The Miranda Project is run by Community 
Restorative Centre.

Art@The Miranda Project
OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$3,300 
A GIFT OF JUST  

$50 funds kids TShirts and 
fabric paint for Mums to decorate 
as presents

$100 will buy a Singer Start 
1306 sewing machine

$500 affords DV Grab Bag 
materials and essentials for 5 
women

CREATING BELONGING

2018 INSPIRING YOUR GIVING 
SYDNEY WOMEN'S FUND  
PRIORITY PROJECTS
Sydney Women's Fund 
Place-Based Philanthropy Program  
Priority Projects
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Due to the impact of trauma experienced 
by refugee women as a result of war and 
conflict, many struggle to relate to their 
surroundings during their settlement 
journey. It is critical that women are actively 
engaged in the community in a supportive 
environment that empowers, builds 
capacity and enhances self-care. 

Now in it's fourth year, Parent’s Café 
Fairfield Inc. provides sewing circles for 
refugee women that promote community 
belonging, opportunities for friendships, 
improved language skills, as well as 
offering skills that can potentially link the 
women to further education, employment 
pathways and personal enterprise.

Women's Friendship Sewing Circle, Fairfield

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$17,600 
A GIFT OF JUST 

$100 keeps the sewing 
machines in good working order

$500 will secure the group 
facilitator for 10 sessions

$1000 buys sewing 
equipment and materials for 10 
sessions

Hope & Heal Retreats

Domestic Violence is a national crisis. On 
average 1 woman a week is killed and 1 in 3 
women has experienced physical violence. 
Of those, more than half have children in 
their care.

Hope + Heal will offer three residential 
retreats in NSW for 20 women who are 
escaping or have left violent/controlling 
relationships. 

Creating a safe, nurturing environment, the 
3-day retreat allows time for healing and 
self-care for domestic violence survivors. 

Designed by leading experts in the fields 
of wellbeing, finance, trauma, nutrition, 
relationships and communication, this 
program will empower and educate 
participants, connecting them to 
friendships and further support services 
increasing their safety and independence. 

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$5,500
A GIFT OF JUST

$50 will fund a remedial 
massage for a domestic violence 
survivor

$250 secures one women 
a full weekend retreat place, 
including pamper pack and all 
activities

$3000 hires the retreat 
centre for the weekend, including 
all nutritious meals and 
refreshments

BUILDING SAFETY AND INDEPENDENCE
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Perinatal anxiety and depression affects 1 in 
5 new mothers, and 1 in 10 fathers from all 
socioeconomic and cultural backgrounds. 
Suicide is the leading cause of maternal 
death in Australia. Early intervention is 
critical to give expecting and new parents 
(and their families) skills to cope, survive 
and thrive. 

With Stocklands support, the new Gidget 
House, Merrylands will open in 2018 to meet 
the gap in perinatal mental health care in 
Western Sydney. 

Creating a safe haven for families, this 
grant will give expecting and new parents 
suffering perinatal anxiety and depression 
access to 10 clinical psychology sessions.

Gidget House, Merrylands

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$11,000 
A GIFT OF JUST 

$125 cares for a distressed 
parent with one face-to-face clinical 
psychology at Gidget House, Merrylands

$500 gives a distressed parent 
four face-to-face clinical psychology 
sessions at Gidget House, Merrylands

$1,250 funds a family’s complete 
care with the Gidget Foundation, 
Merrylands

Women’s Housing Company has recently 
opened a complex in the heart of 
Woolloomooloo, which includes 20 units, a 
common room and central courtyard. The 
complex has been purpose built to meet the 
needs of older single women, helping them 
remain independent and age in place.

This project will fit out a welcoming 
communal area within the complex, 
fostering a sense of belonging by providing  
a space to come together and share. 

Tenants will collaborate to design a menu of 
classes, activities and events. The space will 
become a hub for neighbourhood initiatives 
to build resilience and capability amongst 
the local community.

Women Staying Well Hub, Woolloomooloo

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$11,000
A GIFT OF JUST

$50 could help an older woman 
stay connected to friends and family by 
learning smart phone skills

$100 could help a group of older 
women remain active and independent 
with a wellbeing class

$200 could provide access to an 
onsite health clinic and counselling
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Building Resilience in Children of Domestic Violence

The Building Resilience in Children (BRIC) 
Project, run by Sutherland Shire Family 
Services, is an early intervention, domestic 
violence support service and works from a 
trauma informed framework. 

BRIC project assesses the impact of 
domestic violence on children and in 
partnership with the safe caregiver, 
develops a repair and resilience focused 
response. 

As the safe caregiver makes their BRIC 
journey, they begin to understand their 
children are hurt kids not bad kids and can 
work toward healing the relationship. 

 The principle work of BRIC recognises and 
works with safe caregivers to reconnect 
and repair the often fractured relationships 
with their children post domestic violence. 

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$11,000
A GIFT OF JUST 

$100 will provide a woman a crisis 
care package

$200 gives one woman access to a 
six week Healing Connections group

$350 lets a child attend the Angel 
Blankets program for a school term

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$11,000 
A GIFT OF JUST 

$30 connects a woman in distress to 
relevant services

$100 provides a counselling for a 
woman in an abusive relationship

$1000 supports a series of 
workshops for women and children

Women experiencing domestic violence 
have several hurdles to overcome to 
access support services. They need to 
recognise something is wrong, be strong 
enough to seek support; able to locate 
relevant services and then account for their 
absence from the home without raising 
suspicion. 

Following best practice principles, Safe 
Haven helps women move beyond 
violence. 

Safe Haven will offer counselling, 
workshops, parenting support, DV support, 
legal and other advice to families in the 
Botany and Randwick area.

These services provide a place to find 
courage, hope and to rebuild. Domestic 
violence homicides are largely preventable, 
which makes the work of our services truly 
life saving. 

Safe Haven Project
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Now in its fifth year, the Women’s 
Micro Business Incubator will teach 10 
economically disadvantaged women from 
the Liverpool area how to start their own 
business. 

Since 2014, the Micro Business Incubator, 
run by Liverpool Neighbourhood 
Connections, has supported 45 women 
and launched 10 small businesses, with 
more in the pipeline. 

Graduates receive a $500 start-up grant 
and ongoing mentoring on successful 
completion of the 12 week program. 

Offering a range of products and services, 
the women can grow their business selling 
online and through markets. In addition, 
participants can sell their products in a 
mainstreet retail space thanks to a new 
partnership with Liverpool City Council. 

Women's Micro Business Incubator

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$7,150
to support 10 women to participate

A GIFT OF JUST

$50 funds a one-to-one mentoring 
session for one woman

$100 to upskill one woman in 
financial literacy 

$500 will provide one woman’s 
start-up grant

EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT PATHWAYS 

One of the most debilitating effects of 
domestic violence is it strips a person 
of their self worth.  In September 2016 
Table started a pilot cooking program at 
a domestic violence safe house. Aiming 
simply to demonstrate worth, fill their 
fridge with good food, and the safe house 
with comforting, homely smells.

With extra food made, the women were 
able to deliver their cooking to the local 
disadvantaged school. Suddenly the 
women who believed they had nothing to 
offer were providing good food to young 
people who otherwise went without. 

Empowering and successful, funds are now 
needed to offer the program in 3  
new refuges. 

Start the Day Well

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$17,600 
A GIFT OF JUST 

$30 will pay for one woman to a 
class

$450 provides a class for 15 women

$3000 sponsors an entire refuge 
for 6 classes, plus aprons and cooking 
equipment
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With SCF SWF support, Liverpool 
Neighbourhood Connections has grown from 
one to five social enterprises, now creating 112 
hours of work each week for disadvantaged 
women in Western Sydney.

Offering education and work experience, 
LNC’s strong employment pathways 
have helped over 500 women into jobs in 
hospitality, retail, property maintenance, 
beauty and health. Alleviating financial stress 
for their families, the women take great joy 
and pride in the role model they become for 
their children.

While the social enterprises sustain majority 
of wages, the Top Up Fund will offer more 
women access to employment scholarships. 

Social Enterprise Employment - Top-Up Fund, Warwick Farm

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$15,150 
A GIFT OF JUST 

$7,590 will provide one woman 
with part-time employment for 12 
months

Strive for Girls

A powerful initiative for young girls, Strive has 
encouraged and empowered over 100 at-risk 
girls since 2013 to make positive life choices. 

Designed to guide girls safely through Year 6 
to Year 10, Strive is an opportunity to learn and 
stay engaged with education, while having fun. 

Participating in self-defence physical activity 
and extending their understanding of social 
issues like domestic violence, psychology and 
sexual education, the girls develop a deeper 
understanding of their personal strengths and 
confidence to forge their own paths. 

Strive 2018, run by Liverpool Neighbourhood 
Connections, will give 25 at-risk girls new skills, 
friendships and belief in themselves.

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$33,000
A GIFT OF JUST 

$60 will give a girl 4 weeks 
self-defence training

$150 empowers four girls to 
respectful relationships

$1000 gives a girl at-risk 
guidance for a better future
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Now in its fifth year, the Women’s Micro 
Business Incubator will teach 10 economically 
disadvantaged women from the Liverpool area 
how to start their own business. 
 
To further support these enterprising women, a 
Pop Up Shop in Liverpool CBD has kindly been 
contributed by the Liverpool City Council, Business 
Economic Development team. 
 
Opening in December last year as ‘The Rising 
Collective, graduates of the Women’s Micro 
Business Incubator, gained access to a main 
street retail space. This project, run by Liverpool 
Neighbourhood Connections, needs a small budget 
to upgrade fittings in the store to better display 
products and help the women grow their business.

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$7,150 
A GIFT OF JUST 

$50 pays for clean up materials

$100 will help design seasonal window 
displays to encourage shoppers into the store

$500 buys hardware for shop fit out

Women's Pop-Up Shop - The Rising Collective

Four years ago, Sydney Women’s Fund 
established a Women’s Friendship Sewing 
Circle in Fairfield in South Western Sydney, 
partnering with refugee support service, 
Parents’ Cafe Fairfield Inc and STARTTS 
(NSW Survivors of Torture and Trauma 
Treatment Services).

Fast Forward to 2018, seven migrant and 
refugee women are to be employed in a 
collaboration between Sydney Women’s 
Fund, Ginger & Smart, Newtown fashion 
social enterprise The Social Outfit and 
Parents’ Cafe Fairfield Inc, to produce a 
limited edition ‘Strong & Kind’ Tote bag. 

Mentored by Genevieve Smart and trained 
by The Social Outfit, the women will 
be paid real wages to manufacture the 
designer Tote bag, gaining skills and a 
pathway to financial independence. 

Strong & Kind Job Readiness Sewing Project

OVERALL FUNDING TARGET

$27,500 
A GIFT OF JUST 

$60 creates 3 hours of employment 
for a disadvantaged women

$500 allows a woman to 
participate in masterclasses with 
industry professionals to take her own 
designs to market

$1000 increases skills and 
employability for a women to enter the 
luxury fashion workforce



STORIES OF CHANGE
Sydney Community Foundation  & Sydney Women's Fund's  
Place-Based Philanthropy Program 

- Success Stories and Future Plans 
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Liverpool Neighbourhood Connections 
(LNC) is a community based charity 
and first ‘hub’ of our place-based 
program. Reaching over 26,000 people 
annually through its core programs 
funded by FACS, SCF multi-year 
funding and personalised support has 
allowed LNC to expand its innovative 
pilot projects and social enterprises for 
greater social impact. 

LNC has grown from one to five social 
enterprises and supported 45 women 
through its micro-business incubator. 
This year LNC has negotiated a 
partnership with Liverpool City 
Council for its social enterprise to run 
the Liverpool Library Cafe, and retail 
space for a Women’s Micro Business 
Incubator Pop Up Shop.

 

Its Strive & Thrive programs for 12-16 
year olds are keeping kids in school, 
off the streets and out of trouble. Last 
year with SCF support LNC opened 
the Abel Dunn Basketball court, the 
first local sport and recreation facility 
for the Warwick Farm community - 
transforming place. This financial year 
saw the addition of courtside gym 
equipment, and an art installation 
designed by Thrive & Strive students. 

Sydney Community Foundation
Place-Based Philanthropy 

Micro-Business Incubator Project
Warwick Farm Hub (Liverpool LGA)

Image courtesy of Liverpool Neighbourhood Connections

With SCF and SWF support, we’ve seen one social 

enterprise become five, providing employment to 

people in need; a business skills class become a 

retail shop; at-risk youth become the first in three 

generations to finish school; young girls saved from 

prostitution and empowered to make better life 

choices; young boys coached away from gangs and 

taught how to have respectful relationships;  

long-term unemployed re-skilled; refugees, tortured 

and traumatised, gently supported to recovery and a 

new life in Sydney.  

PROGRAM ACHIEVEMENTS

Liverpool / Warwick Farm Hub (established 2013) 
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Recognised by the United Nations as 
a best practice refugee resettlement 
program, Parents' Cafe Fairfield Inc. 
is home to our second place-based 
‘hub’. SCF has supported expansion of 
the Parents' Cafe Women’s Friendship 
Sewing Circle and Community Garden. 
This year the sewing circle is 

transitioning from its early focus as a 
women’s torture and trauma support 
group, to a social enterprise project 
generating income through a unique 
design partnership. 

Reaching out to Iraqi, Mandaean, and 
Karen refugees from Myanmar, the 

Community Garden is increasing social 
inclusion and improving language 
skills for newly arrived families. With 
15 garden beds tended by 25 refugees, 
40 ESL and special needs students 
from Fairfield High School,  
it supplies local families and a social 
enterprise with fresh produce. 

In 2015, our third ‘hub’ was established in 
response to a community-identified need 
to support at-risk high school students 
suspended or chronically disengaged 
from education. Over just two years, the 
RISE program has provided meaningful 
assistance to 47 young people and grown 
from one referring high school to eight. 

It was featured on ABC Lateline as a 
successful pilot program addressing 
student suspension.

Based on the success of RISE, the 
community have called for a Junior RISE 
program (a 2018 SCF priority project) 
to cater for the increasing number of 
disengaged or suspended, at-risk primary 
school children in Claymore.

Claymore / Campbelltown Hub (established 2015)

Fairfield Hub (established 2014)

Sydney Community Foundation 
Place-Based Philanthropy 
Parents’ Cafe Fairfield Inc. Community Garden
Fairfield Hub (Fairfield LGA)
Photo: Yann Le Berre

Sydney Community Foundation 
Place-Based Philanthropy 
RISE Alternative Learning Program
Claymore Hub (Campbelltown LGA)
Photo: Caroline Fonda (SCF)



20.

Newcastle

Wollongong

Sydney Airport District
- Est.2017

Parramatta 
- Est.2017

Fairfield
- Est.2014

Claymore/Campbelltown
- Est.2015

Tempe/Inner West Warwick Farm/Liverpool
Est.2013

SYDNEY

Rosehill/Parramatta

Burwood

WESTERN SYDNEY

Pilot SCF/SWF Place-Based Hubs 
established with NSW FACS  
challenge grant, and matched by 
major foundations, corporates  
and donors

New + Future target Hub locations 
with 2017-2020 NSW Government, 
Corporate and Foundation support

Redfern-Waterloo/City of Sydney

Nowra/Shoalhaven

Katoomba/Blue Mountains

Blacktown

Continue to support  
existing hubs

3 x new Placed-Based Hubs  
established by 2020 

Grant $1M p.a. min. to  
grassroots partners across NSW

Program Goals

$6M by June 2020

$4M by June 2019

$2M by June 2018

Program Sustainability

SCF aims to build a $6M  
fund to support the sustainability  
of the program
 

1.
2.
3.

Where to next?
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PATHWAYS TO EDUCATION  
& EMPLOYMENT

ARE YOU MORE CONFIDENT  
ABOUT STUDYING AND  

SEEKING WORK?

INCREASED BELONGING
DO YOU FEEL MORE 

CONNECTED TO OTHERS? 
 

IMPROVED  
SAFETY &  

INDEPENDENCE
DO YOU FEEL  

SECURE ABOUT  
YOUR FUTURE?

TRANSFORMED  
PLACES

HAS COMMUNITY LIFE IN  
YOUR SUBURB IMPROVED  
IN THE LAST 12 MONTHS?

In 2012, our vision was 
to shine a light on the 
‘forgotten’ suburbs of 
Sydney and to help 
communities experiencing 
profound disadvantage. 
Our vision was to bring 
a geographic focus 
and gender lens to 
reduce social problems 
that government  and 
community services could 
not effectively tackle 
alone and to bring long 
term funding for long term 
change. 

Working in postcodes 
of need with local 
communities, an innovative 
model has evolved and 
grown. 
 
Together with grassroots 
partners we identified need 
and co-designed programs, 
developing evidence-based 
actions to guide funding, 
and mentoring of local 
community organisations. 
 
We identified needs of 
individuals, assets missing 
in the community, and 
created opportunities 
to develop community 
leaders for effective 
change. 

Our innovative model 
emphasising the needs 
and role of women and 
girls in the community saw 
growth in self-esteem and 
confidence for individuals, 
capacity building for 
organisations, community 

leaders and people,  
one-by-one.

Our innovation, as 
Sydney's small grants 
specialists, has supported 
micro-economic gains 
from the establishment 
of successful social 
enterprises encouraging 
people into work and 
independence. 

With our partners we are 
defining a brilliant new 
way for government, 
philanthropists and 
the community to work 
together to help people in 
poverty change their lives 
for the better.

So far, $3M of philanthropic 
funding has been invested 
for these forgotten suburbs 
as part of our place-based 
philanthropy program.

WHO WE SUPPORT

• INNOVATIVE 
GRASSROOTS 
ORGANISATIONS

• WOMEN & GIRLS

• YOUTH AT RISK

• ASYLUM SEEKERS & 
REFUGEES

• UNEMPLOYED & 
UNDEREMPLOYED

Why Place-Based Philanthropy?

Measuring  
Our Impact
We measure the impact of 
our place-based philanthropy 
program by surveying 
program participants 
with the assistance of 
our grassroots partners.  
Assessment will focus on 
evaluating the effectiveness 
of the program to deliver the 
following 4 outcomes.

FUNDERS OF SCF/SWF PLACE-BASED PROGRAM EXPANSION:

 Sydney 
Community 
Foundation



Thank You! 

Who we work with
- We’d like to thank our  
Place-Based Philanthropy 
supporters 

We’re continuing our Place-Based Philanthropy 
work with our lead charity partners in Warwick Farm, 
Fairfield and Claymore. In addition we’ve ‘Inspired 
Your Giving’ to a range of smaller projects to support 
our core place-based work. With support from our 
business, philanthropic and government partners, 
this year we’re expanding the program geographically 
into Parramatta, Sutherland, Bayside, Randwick and 
Inner West LGAs.

Major Supporters of Place-Based Expansion 
Program 
- NSW Department of Family and Community    
   Services
- Parramatta City Council
- Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust 
- Keolis Downer
- Sydney Airport 

Foundations Supporting our Place-Based Projects
- Count Charitable Foundation
- Ian Potter Foundation
- Portland House Foundation
- Sherry Hogan Foundation
- The Snow Foundation
- Weir Anderson Foundation

Sydney Women’s Fund Place-Based Project 
Supporters
- Business Chicks
- Commonwealth Bank’s Women in Focus
- Dermalogica 
- Females in Finance 
- Ruby Connection - Westpac Women’s Markets
- Women in Super
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Name on card:

Card number:

Expiry:    CSV:

Cardholder's signature:

Call: Sydney Community Foundation on 
(02) 9251 1228 to make a donation over 
the telephone.

q I enclose cash

q Cheque: please make payable to 
Sydney Community Foundation

q Credit Card:

q  Visa   q  Mastercard

I would like to make an additional  
tax deductible donation to:

q  Sydney Community Foundation 
q  Sydney Women’s Fund

Monthly donation

Please accept my regular donation of   

$  each month 

OR 

One-off donation

q $100    q $500  q $1,000    

q $10,000    q Other  $  

q    By providing us with your details, we will add them to our mailing list.  
Tick if you do NOT want your details to be added to our email newsletter list. 

Note: Once individual listed projects are fully funded, donations will be  
redistributed to other projects with similar aims on this list.

ABN:   775 288 601 76   
PO Box R454, Royal Exchange NSW 1225   02 9251 1228  
givesydney@sydneycommunityfoundation.org.au   
www.sydneycommunityfoundation.org.au

Sydney Women’s Fund is a sub-fund of Sydney Community Foundation   
All donations over $2 are tax deductible

How to give....
Please fill out this form and return to: 
Sydney Community Foundation  
PO Box R454 Royal Exchange NSW 1225

OR FIND OUT MORE ABOUT EACH PROJECT AND DONATE ONLINE AT 

WWW.SYDNEYCOMMUNITYFOUNDATION.ORG.AU/PROJECTS

Title:

Name:

Address:

Suburb:

Email:

Phone:

I would like to donate to the following project/s: 

Arab Shorts   $

Art@The Miranda Project  $

Bringing Disability 'Into Focus'  $

Building Resilience in Children of $ 
Domestic Violence

Dinner for 4, Warwick Farm  $

Driving for Change  $

Gidget House, Merrylands  $

Headstart   $

Hope & Heal Retreats  $

Inner City Youth Homelessness $ 
Newtopian Dream Team

Refugee Community Garden, $  
Fairfield

RISE Alternative Learning,   $ 
Claymore

RISE Junior   $

Safe Haven Project  $

Shine for Kids   $

Social Enterprise Employment -  $ 
Top-Up Fund

Start the Day Well  $

Strive for Girls   $

Strong & Kind Job Readiness  $ 
Sewing Project

Thrive for Boys   $

Women's Friendship Sewing Circle,  $ 
 Fairfield    

Women's Micro Business Incubator $

Women's Pop-Up Shop -   $ 
The Rising Collective

Women Staying Well Hub,   $ 
Woolloomooloo



Patron
His Excellency General The 
Honourable David Hurley AC DSC 
(Ret’d) Governor of New South 
Wales

Vice Patron
Rosalind Strong AM

Circle of Leaders
Marta Dusseldorp
Rosie Waterland

Board of Directors
Michael Lynch AO CBE (Chair) 
Michael Hogan (Deputy Chair)
Diana D’Ambra (Treasurer) 
Jenny Green  
Corinne Kemp 
Julianne Sanders 
Alex Shehadie 
Wayne Stokes

Finance Committee
Michael Hogan, Diana D’Ambra, 
Bruce Christie, Michael Lynch AO 
CBE, Wayne Stokes

Grants Committee 
Julianne Sanders (Chair), Jenny 
Green, Corinne Kemp, Heather Kent, 
Carole-Anne Priest

Sydney Women’s Fund 
Advisory Council
Wendy McCarthy AO (Patron)
Lucinda Brogden (Patron) 
Georgina Byron (Chair)  
Benedicte Colin
Marta Dusseldorp
Clare Ainsworth-Herschell 
Jane Jose 
Niki Kesoglou 
Alice LeMessurier
Bobbi Mahlab
Sophie McCarthy
Alex Shehadie
Deanne Weir
Justine Waters

Chief Executive 
Jane Jose

Staff
Paula Llavallol - Manager,  
Operations and Donors
Loredana Fyffe - Manager, Marketing 
and Partnerships
Natalia Daoud - Bookkeeper
Caroline Fonda - Communications 
and Engagement

Volunteers
Corey Mai 
Campbell Young

Who we are 
- Board + Committees 


